
knowing jesus through the old testament

Knowing Jesus through the Old Testament is a profound journey that invites believers and seekers alike to
explore the rich tapestry of Scripture that prefigures and foreshadows the life, ministry, and mission of Jesus
Christ. While the New Testament explicitly recounts the life of Jesus, the Old Testament lays the foundation
that enhances our understanding of His character, purpose, and the fulfillment of God's promises. This article
will delve into the connections between Jesus and the Old Testament, illustrating how various themes,
prophecies, and figures point to Him.

The Old Testament as a Foreshadowing of Christ

The Old Testament contains numerous elements that serve as shadows or types of Jesus. These include
prophetic utterances, symbolic actions, and significant characters who reflect aspects of Christ’s nature and
work.

Types and Shadows

- Adam: As the first man, Adam represents humanity. His disobedience leads to sin entering the world, whereas
Jesus, referred to as the "Second Adam," brings redemption through His obedience.

- Moses: A key figure in the Old Testament, Moses delivers the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. Jesus is often
seen as a greater Moses, delivering humanity from the bondage of sin and providing a new covenant.

- David: The shepherd king of Israel, David is a type of Christ in that he rules with justice and mercy. Jesus is
often referred to as the "Son of David," emphasizing His rightful claim to the throne and His role as the eternal
King.

- The Sacrificial System: The sacrifices outlined in Leviticus illustrate the need for atonement for sin. Jesus
fulfills this as the ultimate sacrifice, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.

Prophecies of the Messiah

Throughout the Old Testament, numerous prophecies point directly to Jesus. Here are a few key examples:

1. Genesis 3:15: This passage hints at the coming of one who will crush the serpent's head, indicating the
ultimate defeat of evil through Christ.
2. Isaiah 7:14: The prophecy of a virgin giving birth to a child named Immanuel (meaning "God with us") is
explicitly fulfilled in the New Testament with the birth of Jesus.
3. Micah 5:2: This prophecy identifies Bethlehem as the birthplace of the Messiah, which is fulfilled in the Gospels.
4. Isaiah 53: The suffering servant passage provides a vivid description of the suffering and rejection that Jesus
would endure for humanity's sake.

These prophecies enhance our understanding of Jesus’ mission and the divine plan for salvation.

Thematic Connections to Jesus

The Old Testament is not just a collection of historical accounts; it is filled with themes that resonate
deeply with the message and mission of Jesus. Understanding these themes provides insight into the nature of
Christ and His work.



Covenant and Relationship

The theme of covenant is central to the Old Testament narrative. God establishes covenants with Noah,
Abraham, Moses, and David, each time revealing more about His character and intentions.

- Noahic Covenant: The promise never to flood the earth again signifies God’s mercy.
- Abrahamic Covenant: God’s promise to Abraham includes blessings not just for him but for all nations,
fulfilled in Jesus as the blessing to the Gentiles.
- Mosaic Covenant: The law given to Moses reveals God’s standards and foreshadows the need for a perfect
law-keeper, who is Jesus.
- Davidic Covenant: This covenant assures that David’s lineage will have an eternal King, which Jesus embodies.

Each of these covenants is an integral part of understanding Jesus' role as the ultimate fulfillment of God’s
promises.

Redemption and Atonement

The narrative of redemption weaves through the Old Testament, culminating in Christ’s sacrificial death.

- The Passover: The lamb's blood on the doorposts in Exodus signified salvation from death, paralleling Jesus'
role as the Passover Lamb.
- The Day of Atonement: The annual sacrifice made for the sins of the people serves as a precursor to Jesus’
once-and-for-all sacrifice on the cross.

This theme of atonement emphasizes God's desire to restore His relationship with humanity, a theme that
resonates through the life and sacrifice of Jesus.

Understanding Jesus’ Teachings in Context

Many of Jesus' teachings referenced the Old Testament, showcasing how He interpreted and fulfilled these
Scriptures.

Jesus and the Law

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus addresses the Law, saying He came not to abolish it but to fulfill it
(Matthew 5:17).

- Interpretation of the Law: Jesus deepens the understanding of the Law, emphasizing the spirit behind it rather
than mere adherence to rules.
- Examples of Fulfillment: Jesus exemplified the principles of the Law through His actions and teachings, such as
loving one’s neighbor and showing mercy.

Jesus and the Prophets

Jesus frequently referenced the prophets to validate His mission and identity.

- Elijah and Jonah: Jesus compares His ministry to that of these prophets, implying that just as they faced
rejection, so too would He.
- The Law and the Prophets: In Luke 24:27, after His resurrection, Jesus explains to His disciples how all the
Scriptures point to Him, demonstrating a continuity between His work and the prophetic messages of the Old



Testament.

The Old Testament’s Influence on Early Christianity

The early Christians were steeped in the Old Testament, using it to understand Jesus’ identity and mission.

Scriptural Basis for Evangelism

- The apostles often used Old Testament texts to argue for Jesus as the Messiah. For example, Peter’s sermon
at Pentecost (Acts 2) references Joel and the Psalms to demonstrate the fulfillment of God's promises in
Christ.

Formation of Early Christian Doctrine

- Early church leaders referred to the Old Testament to establish theological foundations, such as the
nature of God, the concept of sin, and the promise of redemption.

Conclusion

Knowing Jesus through the Old Testament leads to a richer understanding of His nature and mission. The Old
Testament is filled with shadows, types, prophecies, and themes that illuminate the person of Jesus Christ. By
examining the connections between the two testaments, believers not only gain insight into the fulfillment of
God's plan for salvation but also deepen their relationship with Jesus, the promised Messiah. The journey
through the Old Testament reveals a continuous narrative of God’s love, mercy, and desire for a restored
relationship with humanity, culminating in the person of Jesus Christ. As we study these Scriptures, we are
invited to see Jesus not only as the fulfillment of prophecy but as the embodiment of God’s promises and the hope
of all creation.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does the Old Testament foreshadow the coming of Jesus?

The Old Testament contains numerous prophecies and typologies that foreshadow Jesus, such as the promise of
a Messiah in Genesis 3:15, the sacrificial system in Leviticus, and figures like Moses and David who prefigure
Christ.

What role do the Psalms play in understanding Jesus in the Old Testament?

The Psalms express the heart of Israel's worship and often contain messianic prophecies that relate directly to
Jesus, such as Psalm 22, which describes His suffering, and Psalm 110, which speaks of His kingship.

Can the concept of covenant in the Old Testament help us understand Jesus?

Yes, the covenants in the Old Testament, such as those with Noah, Abraham, and Moses, reveal God's
unfolding plan of redemption, culminating in the New Covenant established by Jesus through His death and
resurrection.



What is the significance of the sacrifices in the Old Testament in relation to
Jesus?

The sacrificial system outlined in the Old Testament symbolizes atonement for sin and points to Jesus as the
ultimate sacrifice, as described in Hebrews 9:26, where He is portrayed as the Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world.

How do the prophetic books of the Old Testament relate to Jesus?

The prophetic books, such as Isaiah and Jeremiah, contain direct prophecies about the coming Messiah, including
His birth, suffering, and reign, which are fulfilled in the life and ministry of Jesus.

In what ways does the story of Israel reflect the character of Jesus?

The story of Israel demonstrates themes of rebellion, redemption, and God's faithfulness, which parallels Jesus'
mission to save humanity, showing how He fulfills Israel's role as a light to the nations.

How does understanding the Old Testament enhance our knowledge of Jesus?

Understanding the Old Testament provides a richer context for Jesus' teachings, His fulfillment of prophecy,
and His identity as the Messiah, helping believers appreciate the continuity of God's redemptive plan throughout
Scripture.
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