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Knowing God is a profound exploration of the Christian faith, penned by J.I. Packer, a renowned theologian
and author. First published in 1973, this work has remained a significant text for both lay readers and
scholars alike. Packer’s intention in this book is not merely to inform but to transform the reader’s
understanding and relationship with God. In this article, we will delve into the key themes, theological
insights, and the lasting impact of "Knowing God."

Overview of the Book

"Knowing God" is divided into two parts: the first focuses on the nature and attributes of God, while the
second emphasizes the implications of knowing God in the life of a believer. Packer draws on Scripture,
historical theology, and personal reflection to present a compelling case for why understanding God is
essential for authentic Christian living.

The Attributes of God

One of Packer's central arguments is that a proper understanding of God’s attributes is vital for a
meaningful relationship with Him. Packer discusses several key attributes, including:

1. Holiness: God’s holiness sets Him apart from all creation. It signifies His moral purity and absolute
perfection.
2. Love: Packer emphasizes that God is love, underscoring the relational aspect of God's nature. This love is
not merely an emotion but an active choice to pursue and redeem humanity.
3. Justice: Packer explains that God's justice is integral to His character. It ensures that God is both faithful to
His promises and fair in His dealings with humanity.
4. Sovereignty: God’s sovereignty highlights His control over all events in the universe. Packer assures
readers that God’s plans will ultimately prevail.

Through these attributes, Packer encourages readers to engage with God not just intellectually but also
relationally. He argues that knowing these attributes fosters a deeper reverence and love for God.

The Importance of Knowing God

Packer contends that knowing God is foundational to the Christian faith. He outlines several reasons why
this knowledge is essential:



- Personal Transformation: Understanding God leads to personal transformation. As individuals grow in
their knowledge of God, they begin to reflect His character in their lives.
- Guidance in Life: Knowledge of God provides guidance and direction. Packer asserts that when believers
understand God’s nature, they can navigate life’s challenges with wisdom and confidence.
- Worship: Knowing God enriches worship. Packer emphasizes that genuine worship stems from a true
understanding of who God is, leading to a heartfelt response of adoration and praise.

Experiencing God Through Relationships

Packer emphasizes that knowing God is not merely an intellectual exercise but involves relational
dynamics. This section explores how understanding God translates into relationships with others and the
world.

The Role of Scripture

Packer underscores the importance of Scripture as the primary means of knowing God. He encourages
readers to engage with the Bible actively, as it reveals God’s character and will. He notes that:

- Scripture is Inspired: Packer affirms the belief in the divine inspiration of Scripture, highlighting its
authority and reliability.
- Scripture is Personal: He encourages readers to approach the Bible not just as a textbook but as a means of
personal encounter with God.

Through diligent study and meditation on Scripture, believers can deepen their understanding of God,
leading to enriched prayer life and spiritual growth.

The Community of Believers

Packer notes that knowing God is also nurtured within the community of believers. The church plays a
crucial role in helping individuals grow in their faith. He emphasizes the following:

- Fellowship: Engaging with other believers fosters encouragement and accountability. Shared experiences
and insights can deepen understanding and commitment to God.
- Teaching: Sound teaching within the church helps believers grasp theological truths. Packer advocates for
biblical teaching that points to the character and works of God.
- Service: Serving others is a practical expression of knowing God. Packer argues that when believers serve
out of love for God, they reflect His nature to the world.



Practical Implications of Knowing God

Packer does not shy away from discussing how knowing God impacts daily living. He provides practical
applications for believers who desire to live in light of their knowledge of God.

Prayer and Worship

Prayer is a vital aspect of knowing God. Packer emphasizes that prayer is both a conversation and a means
of communion with God. He encourages readers to:

- Approach God with Reverence: Recognizing God’s holiness is essential when coming to Him in prayer.
- Be Honest and Vulnerable: Packer invites believers to express their true feelings and struggles in prayer,
fostering authenticity in their relationship with God.

Worship, according to Packer, is not limited to corporate gatherings but is a lifestyle. He encourages
believers to:

- Live in Gratitude: Recognizing God’s blessings leads to a life of thanksgiving and praise.
- Serve Others: Acts of kindness and service are forms of worship that reflect God’s character.

Ethics and Morality

Knowing God also shapes ethical decisions and moral living. Packer argues that understanding God’s
character provides a framework for discernment in a complex world. He emphasizes:

- Moral Absolutes: Packer contends that God’s nature serves as the foundation for moral absolutes. Believers
should seek to align their lives with God’s standards.
- Integrity: Knowing God encourages integrity in personal and professional life. Packer advocates for
honesty and transparency as reflections of God’s character.

The Legacy of Knowing God

"Knowing God" has left an indelible mark on Christian thought and practice. Packer’s insights continue to
resonate with readers today, inviting them to explore their faith deeply.



Influence on Theology

The book has shaped contemporary evangelical theology, emphasizing the importance of knowing God in a
personal and relational way. Many theologians and pastors cite Packer’s work as a pivotal influence in their
understanding of God and the Christian life.

Encouragement for Believers

Packer’s heartfelt encouragement to believers to pursue a deeper knowledge of God has inspired countless
individuals. The book serves as a reminder that knowing God is not a destination but a lifelong journey. As
readers engage with this text, they are invited to:

- Seek God Diligently: Packer encourages readers to prioritize their relationship with God above all else.
- Grow in Community: Emphasizing the importance of the church, Packer urges believers to participate
actively in their faith communities.

Conclusion

In "Knowing God," J.I. Packer offers a profound exploration of the nature of God and the implications of
knowing Him. His insights challenge readers to engage with God intellectually and relationally, leading to
a transformed life marked by worship, service, and integrity. As a timeless classic, this work continues to
inspire and guide believers in their pursuit of a deeper understanding of God, emphasizing that knowing
God is indeed the greatest treasure a person can possess.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Knowing God' by J.I. Packer?
The main theme of 'Knowing God' is the importance of understanding and developing a personal
relationship with God, emphasizing both His greatness and His intimacy with believers.

How does J.I. Packer define the concept of knowing God?
Packer defines knowing God as more than mere intellectual knowledge; it involves a deep, personal
relationship characterized by trust, love, and obedience.



What are some key attributes of God discussed in 'Knowing God'?
Some key attributes discussed include God's sovereignty, holiness, love, and faithfulness, which illustrate
His nature and how believers can relate to Him.

What role does Scripture play in Packer's understanding of knowing
God?
Packer emphasizes that Scripture is essential for knowing God, serving as the primary means through
which God reveals Himself and His will to humanity.

How does Packer address the issue of human sin in relation to knowing
God?
Packer discusses human sin as a barrier to knowing God fully, but he also emphasizes that through Christ's
atonement, believers can overcome this barrier and develop a genuine relationship with God.

What impact has 'Knowing God' had on Christian thought and literature?
Since its publication, 'Knowing God' has significantly influenced Christian thought, encouraging deeper
theological reflection and personal spirituality among believers worldwide.

Are there practical applications of knowing God that Packer suggests?
Yes, Packer suggests practical applications such as prayer, fellowship, and obedience to God's commands as
essential ways to deepen one's knowledge and relationship with God.

What makes 'Knowing God' a timeless classic in Christian literature?
Its blend of deep theological insight, accessible writing, and practical application makes 'Knowing God' a
timeless classic, appealing to both scholars and laypeople seeking to understand their faith more profoundly.
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