kaplan psat nmsqt 2014 strategies
practice and review

Kaplan PSAT NMSQT 2014 Strategies Practice and Review is an essential resource
for students aiming to excel in the PSAT/NMSQT, a standardized test that serves as a
precursor to the SAT and plays a crucial role in the National Merit Scholarship Program.
Preparing for this test requires effective strategies, ample practice, and thorough review
of the content. In this article, we'll explore comprehensive strategies, practice techniques,
and review methods that will enhance your performance on the PSAT/NMSQT, drawing on
insights from Kaplan’s 2014 materials.

Understanding the PSAT/NMSQT

The PSAT/NMSQT (Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) is
designed to assess a student's readiness for college and helps identify the skills needed for
success in higher education. It consists of sections on Evidence-Based Reading and
Writing, and Math, each testing critical thinking and problem-solving abilities.

Why Take the PSAT/NMSQT?

1. Scholarship Opportunities: High scores can qualify students for National Merit
Scholarships and other awards.

2. Early SAT Preparation: The PSAT serves as a practice run for the SAT, allowing
students to familiarize themselves with the test format and question types.

3. Skill Assessment: It provides valuable feedback on strengths and weaknesses in specific
subjects, guiding future study efforts.

Kaplan's Approach to PSAT/NMSQT Preparation

Kaplan’s 2014 PSAT/NMSQT strategies emphasize a comprehensive approach that
combines practice tests, strategic study techniques, and targeted review methods. Here
are some key strategies to consider:

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Test Format

Understanding the structure of the PSAT/NMSQT is crucial for effective preparation. The
test comprises:

- Evidence-Based Reading and Writing:
- Reading: 47 questions, 60 minutes



- Writing and Language: 44 questions, 35 minutes

- Math:
- No Calculator: 17 questions, 25 minutes
- Calculator: 31 questions, 45 minutes

Students should become accustomed to the types of questions asked in each section and
the timing constraints.

2. Utilize Official Practice Tests

One of the most effective ways to prepare for the PSAT is by taking official practice tests.
Kaplan offers several practice tests that mimic the actual testing experience. Here’s how
to make the most out of practice tests:

- Simulate Testing Conditions: Take the practice test in a quiet environment, timing
yourself as you would on the actual test.

- Review Your Answers: After completing a practice test, thoroughly review both correct
and incorrect answers to understand your thought process.

- Identify Patterns: Look for patterns in the types of questions you miss to target specific
areas for improvement.

3. Master Time Management

Time management is critical during the PSAT/NMSQT. Here are some strategies to help:

- Pace Yourself: Practice pacing yourself during practice tests to ensure you can complete
each section within the allotted time.

- Prioritize Questions: Tackle easier questions first to secure quick points, then return to
more challenging ones.

- Skip and Return: If a question is taking too long, mark it and move on to avoid wasting
valuable time.

Effective Study Strategies

Kaplan’s 2014 review materials include a variety of study strategies that can enhance your
preparation.

1. Create a Study Schedule

Establish a structured study plan that allocates time for each subject area. Consider the
following tips:



- Set Specific Goals: Aim to cover specific topics or practice a certain number of questions
each day.

- Mix Study Materials: Use a combination of Kaplan resources, online practice, and study
groups to keep your study sessions engaging.

2. Focus on Weak Areas

Utilize diagnostic tests or initial practice test results to identify weak areas. Allocate extra
study time to these subjects. Strategies include:

- Targeted Practice: Use Kaplan’s question banks to practice specific types of questions
where improvement is needed.

- Concept Review: Spend additional time reviewing foundational concepts in math and
grammar that may be causing difficulties.

3. Join a Study Group

Collaborating with peers can enhance understanding and provide motivation. Benefits of
study groups include:

- Shared Resources: Group members can share study materials, tips, and insights.
- Peer Teaching: Explaining concepts to others can reinforce your knowledge.

Review Techniques

Reviewing material effectively is key to retaining information and performing well on test
day. Here are some techniques recommended by Kaplan for effective review:

1. Flashcards for Vocabulary

For the Evidence-Based Reading section, vocabulary is essential. Utilize flashcards to:

- Memorize Key Terms: Write words on one side and definitions on the other for quick
quizzes.
- Incorporate Examples: Use example sentences to understand how words function in
context.

2. Reteach Concepts

Another effective review strategy is to teach the material to someone else. This technique
helps solidify your understanding and identify any gaps in knowledge.



3. Regularly Review Mistakes

Keep a log of mistakes made during practice tests and question sets. Regularly reviewing
these errors helps in:

- Understanding Misconceptions: Analyze why you got a question wrong and clarify any
misunderstandings.
- Avoiding Repetition: Make a conscious effort to avoid similar mistakes in future practice.

Conclusion

Incorporating strategies from the Kaplan PSAT NMSQT 2014 Strategies Practice and
Review can greatly enhance your readiness for the PSAT/NMSQT. By understanding the
test format, utilizing official practice tests, mastering time management, and applying
effective study and review techniques, students can boost their confidence and
performance on test day. Make the most of the resources available, and approach your
PSAT preparation with diligence and determination for the best chance at securing
scholarships and achieving academic success.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some effective strategies for tackling the
reading section of the Kaplan PSAT NMSQT 2014
review?

Some effective strategies include skimming the passage for main ideas before answering
questions, highlighting key details, and eliminating clearly wrong answer choices to
improve the odds of selecting the correct one.

How does Kaplan's PSAT NMSQT 2014 practice
materials help students improve their math skills?

Kaplan's practice materials provide targeted math exercises that cover the PSAT content
areas, along with detailed explanations of solutions, which help students understand their
mistakes and learn problem-solving strategies.

What type of practice tests does the Kaplan PSAT
NMSQT 2014 include, and how can they benefit
students?

Kaplan PSAT NMSQT 2014 includes full-length practice tests that simulate the actual test
experience. These tests help students build stamina, familiarize themselves with the test
format, and identify areas where they need further study.



Are there any specific time management techniques
suggested in Kaplan's PSAT NMSQT 2014 strategies?

Yes, Kaplan suggests techniques such as allocating a specific amount of time per question,
moving on from difficult questions and returning to them if time permits, and practicing
with timed sections to enhance pacing.

What resources does Kaplan provide for students who
want additional help beyond the PSAT NMSQT 2014
book?

Kaplan offers online resources, including video tutorials, interactive quizzes, and
personalized study plans, which complement the book and provide additional support for
students preparing for the PSAT.
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