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Kansas City Royals Spring Training 2023 marked an exciting period for the team and its fans as players
prepared for the upcoming Major League Baseball season. The Royals, a franchise with a rich history and a
dedicated fanbase, sought to build on previous seasons and develop their young talent during the spring
training camp. This article will delve into various aspects of the Royals' spring training, including the
location, key players to watch, training schedules, and overall expectations for the 2023 season.

Location and Facilities

The Kansas City Royals conduct their spring training in Surprise, Arizona, at the Surprise Stadium
complex. This facility, shared with the Texas Rangers, provides a top-notch environment for player
development. Key features of the Surprise Stadium complex include:

- Modern amenities: The stadium is equipped with state-of-the-art training facilities, including batting
cages, pitching mounds, and workout areas.
- Fan engagement: The Royals prioritize fan interaction during spring training, offering opportunities for
autographs, meet-and-greet events, and interactive experiences.
- Weather conditions: Arizona's sunny climate is ideal for outdoor training, allowing teams to maximize
their practice time without the interruptions of harsh weather.

The Royals' commitment to a productive spring training experience is evident in the quality of their
facilities and the environment created at Surprise Stadium.

Key Players to Watch

As the Royals entered spring training, several players stood out as critical components of the team's success
in 2023. These players not only represent the present but also the future of the franchise. Some key players
to keep an eye on include:

1. Bobby Witt Jr.

Bobby Witt Jr., the highly-touted shortstop, entered spring training with high expectations after a solid
rookie season. His combination of speed, power, and defensive skills makes him a player to watch as he
continues to develop into a cornerstone of the franchise.



2. Salvador Pérez

As the veteran leader of the team, Salvador Pérez's experience and presence in the clubhouse are
invaluable. The All-Star catcher is known for his offensive prowess and leadership skills, making him a
crucial figure during spring training and beyond.

3. Brady Singer

Brady Singer, a talented young pitcher, is expected to play a significant role in the Royals' starting rotation.
His performance during spring training will be vital as the team evaluates its pitching depth and looks to
establish a reliable rotation.

4. MJ Melendez

MJ Melendez, a promising catcher and outfielder, is another player to watch in spring training. His
versatility and offensive capabilities provide the Royals with numerous options as they finalize their roster
for the regular season.

5. Nick Pratto

Nick Pratto, an up-and-coming first baseman, is looking to solidify his spot on the roster. His ability to hit
for power and get on base will be key in determining his role within the team.

Training Schedule and Activities

The Royals' spring training schedule is packed with activities designed to prepare the players for the rigors
of the regular season. Key components of the training schedule include:

- Daily practices: Players participate in daily workouts that cover various aspects of the game, including
batting, fielding, and pitching drills.
- Exhibition games: The Royals engage in a series of exhibition games against other MLB teams to test their
skills and evaluate player performance in game situations.
- Intrasquad games: These internal matchups allow the coaching staff to assess player development and
make decisions on roster spots.
- Player development sessions: Coaches work closely with individual players to refine their skills and
address specific areas of improvement.



The combination of practices, games, and development sessions creates a comprehensive training
environment that aims to bring out the best in each player.

Team Expectations for the 2023 Season

As spring training progressed, the Kansas City Royals established clear expectations for the upcoming
season. These expectations are based on a combination of factors, including player development, team
chemistry, and overall performance.

1. Build on Young Talent

The Royals have focused on developing their young core of players, which includes the likes of Bobby
Witt Jr., MJ Melendez, and Nick Pratto. The team aims to nurture this talent and help them reach their
full potential, making the development of these players a top priority.

2. Improve Pitching Performance

The pitching staff has been a point of concern in recent seasons. The Royals recognize the need to bolster
their rotation and bullpen to compete in a challenging American League Central division. Pitchers like
Brady Singer and others will be instrumental in this improvement.

3. Enhance Team Chemistry

Team chemistry plays a significant role in a team's success on the field. The Royals are focused on fostering
a positive clubhouse environment where players can build relationships and support one another. This
camaraderie will be essential as the season progresses.

4. Compete in the AL Central

With the American League Central being a competitive division, the Royals aim to position themselves as
contenders. The front office and coaching staff have emphasized the importance of playing competitive
baseball throughout the season, setting a goal to be in the playoff hunt.



Fan Engagement and Community Involvement

The Royals understand the significance of their fanbase and the community in Kansas City. During spring
training, the team made efforts to engage with fans and give back to the community. Some initiatives
included:

- Autograph sessions: Fans had opportunities to meet their favorite players and get autographs at the
stadium.
- Community outreach: The organization partnered with local charities to host events and support various
causes.
- Merchandise and giveaways: Special promotions and giveaways were offered to fans attending spring
training games, enhancing the overall experience.

The Royals' commitment to their fans and community is a testament to their values as an organization and
reinforces the bond between the team and its supporters.

Conclusion

The Kansas City Royals' spring training in 2023 was a pivotal time for the franchise as they focused on
player development, building team chemistry, and preparing for the upcoming season. With a blend of
young talent and experienced veterans, the Royals aimed to compete in the American League Central and
make a mark in the MLB. As the players continued to hone their skills and build relationships, the
foundation for a successful season was being laid. The excitement surrounding the team and its prospects for
the future left fans eager for the regular season and hopeful for a competitive year ahead.

Frequently Asked Questions

When does the Kansas City Royals spring training for 2023 start?
The Kansas City Royals spring training for 2023 started on February 15, 2023.

Where do the Kansas City Royals hold their spring training?
The Kansas City Royals hold their spring training in Surprise, Arizona.

Who are some key players to watch during the 2023 Royals spring



training?
Key players to watch include Bobby Witt Jr., Salvador Perez, and Brady Singer.

What are the main goals for the Royals during the 2023 spring training?
The main goals include evaluating young talent, solidifying the roster, and preparing for the regular
season.

Are there any notable changes to the Royals coaching staff for 2023?
Yes, the Royals have made some changes, including adding new hitting and pitching coaches to enhance
player development.

How can fans attend Kansas City Royals spring training games in 2023?
Fans can purchase tickets online through the Royals' official website or at the Surprise Stadium box office.

What safety protocols are in place for fans attending spring training
games?
Safety protocols include cashless transactions, mobile ticketing, and enhanced sanitation measures in line
with health guidelines.

Which teams will the Royals face during their 2023 spring training
schedule?
The Royals will face various teams including the Texas Rangers, Seattle Mariners, and San Diego Padres
during their spring training.

What is the expected roster turnover for the Royals heading into the
2023 season?
There is expected to be moderate roster turnover, with several young prospects competing for spots
alongside returning veterans.
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