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JusT Mercy VIEwING GUIDE
INTRODUCTION

"JusT MErCY” IS A POWERFUL FILM DIRECTED BY DESTIN DANIEL CRETTON, BASED ON THE MEMOIR BY BRYAN STEVENSON, A
LAWYER WHO DEDICATED HIS LIFE TO DEFENDING THOSE MOST DESPERATE AND IN NEED: THE POOR, THE WRONGLY CONDEMNED,
AND WOMEN AND CHILDREN TRAPPED IN THE FARTHEST REACHES OF OUR CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM. THIS VIEWING GUIDE AIMS TO
PROVIDE INSIGHTS INTO THE FILM'S THEMES, CHARACTERS, AND REAL-LIFE IMPLICATIONS, MAKING IT AN INVALUABLE COMPANION
FOR VIEWERS SEEKING A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE NARRATIVE.

OVERVIEW OF THE FILM

“JusT Mercy” WAS RELEASED IN 2019 AND STARS MICHAEL B. JORDAN AS BRYAN STEVENSON AND JAMIE FOXX AS W ALTER
MCMILLIAN. THE FILM CHRONICLES STEVENSON'S EFFORTS TO OVERTURN THE WRONGFUL CONVICTION OF MCMILLIAN, A BLACK
MAN SENTENCED TO DEATH FOR THE MURDER OF A WHITE WOMAN IN ALABAMA. THE FILM IS NOT JUST A COURTROOM DRAMA' IT
EXPLORES SYSTEMIC RACISM, SOCIAL INJUSTICE, AND THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE LEGAL SYSTEM IN THE UNITED STATES.

Key THeMES

1. RACIAL INJUSTICE

THE FILM HIGHLIGHTS THE PERVASIVE RACIAL DISCRIMINATION WITHIN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM. |T DEMONSTRATES HOW
RACE OFTEN INFLUENCES LEGAL OUTCOMES, PARTICULARLY IN CASES INVOLVING BLACK DEFENDANTS. THE PORTRAYAL OF

W/ ALTER MCMILLIAN'S CASE REFLECTS A BROADER SOCIETAL ISSUE WHERE AFRICAN AMERICANS ARE DISPROPORTIONATELY
REPRESENTED ON DEATH ROW.

2. THE FALLIBILITY OF THE JUSTICE SYSTEM

"JusT MERCY"” EXPOSES THE FLAWS IN THE AMERICAN LEGAL SYSTEM, INCLUDING THE EASE WITH WHICH WRONGFUL
CONVICTIONS CAN OCCUR. |T CHALLENGES THE AUDIENCE TO QUESTION THE RELIABILITY OF THE JUSTICE SYSTEM, ESPECIALLY
WHEN IT COMES TO MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES.

3. REDEMPTION AND FORGIVENESS

ANOTHER SIGNIFICANT THEME IS THE POSSIBILITY OF REDEMPTION. THE FILM SHOWCASES CHARACTERS WHO GRAPPLE WITH THEIR
PASTS AND THE POTENTIAL FOR PERSONAL TRANSFORMATION, EMPHASIZING THE IMPORT ANCE OF MERCY AND COMPASSION IN THE
FACE OF INJUSTICE.

4. THE POWER OF ADVOCACY

BRYAN STEVENSON’S RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF JUSTICE ILLUSTRATES THE IMPORTANCE OF ADVOCACY AND THE IMPACT ONE
INDIVIDUAL CAN HAVE IN THE FIGHT AGAINST SYSTEMIC OPPRESSION. HIS STORY SERVES AS A REMINDER THAT LEGAL BATTLES
ARE OFTEN AS MUCH ABOUT HUMAN COMPASSION AS THEY ARE ABOUT THE LAW.

CHARACTER ANALYSIS

UNDERSTANDING THE CHARACTERS IN ”JUST MERCY” ENHANCES THE VIEWING EXPERIENCE. HERE’S A CLOSER LOOK AT SOME OF
THE PIVOTAL FIGURES IN THE FILM:



BrYAN STEVENSON (MICHAEL B. JORDAN)

- BACkGROUND: A HARVARD LAW SCHOOL GRADUATE, STEVENSON MOVES TO ALABAMA TO ESTABLISH THE EQUAL JUsTICE
InmiaTive (EJDD.

- RoLE: He SERVES AS THE PROTAGONIST, FIGHTING TIRELESSLY FOR JUSTICE AND EQUALITY WHILE CONFRONTING PERSONAL
AND PROFESSIONAL CHALLENGES.

- TRAITS: EMPATHETIC, DETERMINED, AND PRINCIPLED, STEVENSON EMBODIES THE FIGHT AGAINST INJUSTICE AND THE QUEST FOR
TRUTH.

W ALTER McMILLIAN (JAMIE Foxx)

- BACKGROUND: A BLACK MAN WRONGFULLY CONVICTED OF MURDER IN A RACIALLY CHARGED ENVIRONMENT.

- RoLE: His CASE BECOMES THE FOCAL POINT OF STEVENSON’S ADVOCACY EFFORTS.

- TRAITS: RESILIENT, DIGNIFIED, AND DEEPLY WRONGED, MCMILLIAN’S CHARACTER EVOKES EMPATHY AND SHOWCASES THE
HUMAN COST OF SYSTEMIC INJUSTICE.

RALPH MYErs (T M BLAKE NELSON)

- BACKGROUND: INITIALLY A WITNESS AGAINST MCMILLIAN/ HIS CHARACTER ARC REVEALS COMPLEXITIES SURROUNDING TRUTH
AND MORALITY.

- RoLE: MYERS ULTIMATELY PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN EXPOSING THE FLAWS IN THE PROSECUTION’S CASE.

- TrAITS: CONFLICTED AND ULTIMATELY REMORSEFUL , HE REPRESENTS THE HUMAN STRUGGLE BETWEEN FEAR AND INTEGRITY.

VIEWING CONTEXT AND DiscussioN QUESTIONS

ToO ENGAGE VIEWERS IN A DEEPER DISCUSSION ABOUT "JUST MEECY," CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AND TOPICS!

1. PERSONAL REFLECTION:
- WHAT EMOTIONS DID THE FILM EVOKE IN YOU?
- How DID THE CHARACTERS’ STRUGGLES RESONATE WITH YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF JUSTICE AND MORALITY?

2. THEMES OF JUSTICE AND INJUSTICE:
- How DOES THE FILM PORTRAY THE CONCEPT OF JUSTICE?
- IN WHAT WAYS DOES IT CHALLENGE THE AUDIENCE'S PERCEPTIONS OF RIGHT AND WRONG?

3. IMPACT oF SYSTEMIC RACISM:
- How DOES THE FILM ILLUSTRATE THE IMPACT OF SYSTEMIC RACISM ON INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES?
- CAN YOU THINK OF CONTEMPORARY EXAMPLES THAT PARALLEL THE ISSUES PRESENTED IN THE FILM?

4. RoLE oF ADVOCACY:
- WHAT DOES THE FILM SUGGEST ABOUT THE ROLE OF INDIVIDUALS IN ADVOCATING FOR JUSTICE?
- How CAN VIEWERS APPLY THE LESSONS FROM STEVENSON’S ADVOCACY IN THEIR OWN COMMUNITIES?

5. REDEMPTION AND FORGIVENESS:

- How DOES THE FILM APPROACH THE THEMES OF REDEMPTION AND FORGIVENESS?
- Do YOU BELIEVE THESE THEMES ARE ESSENTIAL IN THE CONTEXT OF JUSTICE?

HisToricAL CONTEXT AND REAL-LIFE IMPLICATIONS



UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORICAL AND SOCIAL CONTEXT SURROUNDING ”JUST MERCY” ENRICHES THE VIEWING EXPERIENCE. THE
FILM IS SET AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF A REAL CASE AND HIGHLIGHTS SIGNIFICANT ISSUES WITHIN THE AMERICAN LEGAL SYSTEM.

DeATH PENALTY IN AMERICA

- THE FILM ADDRESSES THE CONTROVERSIAL NATURE OF THE DEATH PENALTY IN THE US, PARTICULARLY ITS
DISPROPORTIONATE APPLICATION TO PEOPLE OF COLOR.

- STATISTICS INDICATE THAT AFRICAN AMERICANS ARE OVERREPRESENTED ON DEATH ROW, RAISING QUESTIONS ABOUT
FAIRNESS AND EQUALITY IN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM.

EQuAL JusTice INTIATIVE (E)I)

- FOUNDED BY BRYAN STEVENSON, THE EJI SEEKS TO PROVIDE LEGAL REPRESENTATION
TO MARGINALIZED INDIVIDUALS AND ADDRESS ISSUES OF SYSTEMIC RACISM AND
POVERTY.

- THE ORGANIZATION’S WORK INCLUDES CHALLENGING WRONGFUL CONVICTIONS AND
ADVOCATING FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM.

CURRENT RELEVANCE

- THE THEMES IN “JUST MERCY"” REMAIN RELEVANT TODAY, AS DISCUSSIONS AROUND
CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM, POLICE BRUTALITY, AND SYSTEMIC RACISM CONTINUE TO
DOMINATE NATIONAL CONVERSATIONS.

- VIEWERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO CONSIDER HOW THEY CAN CONTRIBUTE TO SOCIAL
JUSTICE EFFORTS IN THEIR COMMUNITIES.

CoNcLUSION

“JusT MErRCY” IS MORE THAN JUST A FILM; IT IS A POIGNANT REFLECTION ON JUSTICE,
RACE, AND THE HUMAN SPIRIT. BY UTILIZING THIS VIEWING GUIDE, AUDIENCES CAN
ENGAGE MORE DEEPLY WITH THE FILM'S THEMES, CHARACTERS, AND REAL-WORLD
IMPLICATIONS. AS VIEWERS REFLECT ON THE STORIES AND STRUGGLES DEPICTED IN
“JusT MEercY,” THEY ARE INVITED TO CONSIDER THEIR OWN ROLES IN THE ONGOING
FIGHT FOR JUSTICE AND EQUALITY. WHETHER THROUGH ADVOCACY, EDUCATION, OR
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, EACH INDIVIDUAL HAS THE POWER TO CONTRIBUTE TO
MEANINGFUL CHANGE.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE MAIN THEME OF 'JUST MercY'?

THE MAIN THEME OF 'JUST MERCY' IS THE FIGHT AGAINST SYSTEMIC RACISM AND
INJUSTICE WITHIN THE AMERICAN CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM , HIGHLIGHTING THE
IMPORTANCE OF COMPASSION, MERCY, AND THE NEED FOR REFORM.

\WHo IS BRYAN STEVENSON AND WHY IS HE SIGNIFICANT IN 'JUST MErCY'?

BRYAN STEVENSON IS THE AUTHOR OF THE BOOK ,JUST MERCY’ AND THE FOUNDER OF
THE EQUAL JUSTICE INITIATIVE. HE IS SIGNIFICANT FOR HIS WORK IN DEFENDING THOSE
MOST DESPERATE AND IN NEED, PARTICULARLY THE WRONGLY CONDEMNED AND \WOMEN
AND CHILDREN TRAPPED IN THE FARTHEST REACHES OF OUR CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF W ALTER MCMILLIAN'S CASE IN THE FILM?

W ALTER MCMILLIAN'S CASE IS CENTRAL TO ‘JUST MERCY’ AS IT ILLUSTRATES THE
FLAWS IN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM, INCLUDING WRONGFUL CONVICTION, RACIAL BIAS, AND
THE STRUGGLE FOR FAIR LEGAL REPRESENTATION. HIS STORY SERVES AS A POWERFUL
EXAMPLE OF THE NEED FOR REFORM.

How DOEs ‘JusT MERCY’ ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF MASS INCARCERATION?

'_JUST MERCY’ ADDRESSES MASS INCARCERATION BY SHOWCASING THE
DISPROPORTIONATE IMPACT OF INCARCERATION ON AFRICAN AMERICANS AND THE
ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED, EMPHASIZING THE NEED FOR SYSTEMIC CHANGE AND
HIGHLIGHTING THE HUMANITY OF THOSE AFFECTED.

\WHAT ROLE DOES COMMUNITY SUPPORT PLAY IN 'JUST MErCY'?

COMMUNITY SUPPORT IS CRUCIAL IN ,JUST MERCY’ AS IT DEMONSTRATES HOW
COLLECTIVE ACTION AND SOLIDARITY CAN HELP INDIVIDUALS FACING INJUSTICE. |T



EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF ADVOCACY AND GRASSROOTS MOVEMENTS IN
EFFECTING CHANGE.

WHAT CAN VIEWERS LEARN ABOUT THE LEGAL PROCESS FROM ,JUST MercY'?

VIEWERS CAN LEARN THAT THE LEGAL PROCESS CAN BE FLAWED AND BIASED ’
PARTICULARLY FOR MARGINALIZED INDIVIDUALS. THE FILM HIGHLIGHTS THE CHALLENGES
OF NAVIGATING THE JUSTICE SYSTEM AND THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING DEDICATED
LEGAL REPRESENTATION.

How poEes ,JUST MERCY' DEPICT THE EMOTIONAL TOLL OF WRONGFUL IMPRISONMENT?

I_JUST MERCY’ PORTRAYS THE EMOTIONAL TOLL OF WRONGFUL IMPRISONMENT BY
SHOWING THE PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT ON INDIVIDUALS LIKE W/ ALTER MCMILLIAN AND
THEIR FAMILIES, REVEALING THE DESPAIR AND TRAUMA CAUSED BY UNJUST LEGAL
OUTCOMES.

WHAT MESSAGE DOES ,JUST MERCY' CONVEY ABOUT HOPE AND REDEMPTION?

I_JUST MERCY’ CONVEYS A POWERFUL MESSAGE OF HOPE AND REDEMPTION ,
ILLUSTRATING THAT EVEN IN THE FACE OF OVERWHELMING ODDS, CHANGE IS POSSIBLE
THROUGH PERSEVERANCE, EMPATHY, AND THE RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF JUSTICE.

How DOES THE FILM ,JUST MERCY' ENCOURAGE VIEWERS TO ENGAGE WITH SOCIAL
JUSTICE ISSUES?

I_JUST MERCY’ ENCOURAGES VIEWERS TO ENGAGE WITH SOCIAL JUSTICE ISSUES BY
SHINING A LIGHT ON THE REALITIES OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM AND INSPIRING THEM
TO ADVOCATE FOR CHANGE, BECOME INFORMED, AND SUPPORT ORGANIZATIONS
WORKING TOWARDS JUSTICE REFORM.
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RELATED ARTICLES

* JOHN PAUL JACKSON DREAM MANUAL
* KIDKRAFT DOLLHOUSE ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS

* JOURNAL 1934 1944 ALFRED ROSENBERG

BAack To HoME



https://old.ayearofboxes.com/archive-ga-23-35/just-mercy-viewing-guide.pdf
https://old.ayearofboxes.com/archive-ga-23-35/john-paul-jackson-dream-manual.pdf
https://old.ayearofboxes.com/archive-ga-23-35/kidkraft-dollhouse-assembly-instructions.pdf
https://old.ayearofboxes.com/archive-ga-23-35/journal-1934-1944-alfred-rosenberg.pdf
https://old.ayearofboxes.com

