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Juliana jewelry, also known as D&E (the initials of its founders, Delizza and Elster), is a highly
sought-after line of costume jewelry that emerged in the mid-20th century. Known for its
extravagant designs, vibrant colors, and intricate craftsmanship, Juliana jewelry has captured the
hearts of collectors and fashion enthusiasts alike. Understanding the identification and valuation of
Juliana pieces is essential for anyone looking to navigate the world of vintage costume jewelry. This
guide will provide a comprehensive overview of Juliana jewelry, including its history, identifying
features, and current market value.

History of Juliana Jewelry

Juliana jewelry was produced by the company Delizza and Elster, which was founded in 1947. The
company specialized in creating high-quality costume jewelry that was often inspired by high-fashion
trends. The brand quickly gained popularity due to its unique designs and affordability, allowing a
wider audience to enjoy luxurious-looking pieces without the hefty price tag.

The jewelry was primarily made during the late 1950s through the 1960s, although some pieces
were produced into the 1970s. The company utilized a wide array of materials, including glass,
rhinestones, and mixed metals, to create bold and colorful designs. The pieces were often
characterized by their asymmetrical shapes, layers of stones, and elaborate settings.

Identifying Juliana Jewelry

To effectively identify Juliana jewelry, collectors and enthusiasts should be familiar with certain key
features that distinguish these pieces from other costume jewelry. Below are some of the most
important elements to look for:

Signature Markings

Unlike many jewelry brands, Juliana pieces were not consistently marked. However, some may
feature the following:

- D&E: This is the most recognizable mark, often found on the back of brooches and earrings.

- Juliana: Rarely, some pieces may be stamped with the name "Juliana," but this is not common.

- Unmarked: Many authentic Juliana pieces are unmarked, making identification based on design
crucial.



Design Characteristics

Juliana jewelry is known for its distinctive design elements, which include:

- Layering: Pieces often feature multiple layers of stones, giving them a three-dimensional look.

- Asymmetrical Designs: Many Juliana pieces display an asymmetrical arrangement of stones.

- Use of Color: Bright, eye-catching colors are a hallmark of Juliana jewelry, often using various
shades of rhinestones and glass.

- Unique Settings: The jewelry often features elaborate and intricate metalwork that sets it apart
from other brands.

Common Types of Juliana Jewelry

Collectors should become familiar with the various types of Juliana jewelry available. Some common
categories include:

1. Brooches: Often the most collectible, Juliana brooches come in a variety of styles, from floral to
abstract designs.

2. Earrings: Clip-on earrings featuring bold designs and vibrant colors are popular among collectors.
3. Necklaces: Juliana necklaces often feature cascading stones and intricate settings, making them
statement pieces.

4. Bracelets: While less common, Juliana bracelets can be found and often feature the same design
elements as other pieces.

Valuing Juliana Jewelry

Determining the value of Juliana jewelry can be complex, as it depends on various factors such as
condition, rarity, and market demand. Here are some points to consider when valuing your pieces:

Condition

The physical condition of a jewelry piece significantly impacts its value. Factors to assess include:

- Presence of Stones: Missing stones or repairs can lower the value.

- Wear and Tear: Scratches, tarnishing, or other signs of wear can affect pricing.

- Originality: Pieces that have been altered or restored may not hold the same value as those in their
original condition.

Rarity

Some Juliana pieces are rarer than others, and rarity can increase their value. This can be influenced
by:



- Production Numbers: Limited edition or unique designs tend to be more valuable.
- Popularity of Design: Iconic designs that have become collector favorites are often worth more.

Market Demand

The demand for specific styles or types of Juliana jewelry can fluctuate over time. To gauge current
market trends, consider:

- Auction Results: Research recent sales at auctions or online marketplaces to see how similar pieces
are valued.

- Collector Interest: Follow collector forums and social media groups to understand what styles are
currently in demand.

Resources for Collectors

If you are interested in collecting or evaluating Juliana jewelry, several resources can help you gain
more knowledge:

Books and Guides

- “Juliana Jewelry: The Last of the Costume Jewelry Designers” by Melinda Lewis: This book offers a
detailed history and identification guide for Juliana pieces.

- “The Collector's Guide to Juliana Jewelry” by Judith Miller: A comprehensive resource for collectors
that includes photographs and pricing.

Online Communities and Forums

Joining online groups can provide valuable insights and advice from other collectors. Consider
engaging with:

- Facebook Groups: Look for groups dedicated to vintage costume jewelry where members share
their collections and knowledge.
- Collector Forums: Websites dedicated to jewelry collecting can offer tips and market trends.

Appraisal Services

If you have a significant collection or a piece you believe might be valuable, consider seeking
professional appraisal services. An experienced appraiser can provide a formal valuation based on
current market conditions.



Conclusion

Juliana jewelry represents a unique and vibrant segment of costume jewelry history, characterized
by its bold designs and exceptional craftsmanship. By understanding how to identify and value these
pieces, collectors can better appreciate their beauty and make informed decisions in the market.
Whether you are a seasoned collector or just beginning your journey into the world of vintage
jewelry, the allure of Juliana pieces is sure to captivate and inspire.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Juliana jewelry reference identification and value
guide?

The Juliana jewelry reference identification and value guide is a comprehensive resource that helps
collectors and enthusiasts identify, date, and assess the value of Juliana jewelry pieces, which are
known for their unique designs and craftsmanship.

How can I identify a piece of Juliana jewelry?

To identify Juliana jewelry, look for specific hallmarks, patterns, and construction techniques, such
as multi-layered settings, the use of high-quality stones, and distinctive metalwork that characterizes
the brand.

What are the key features of Juliana jewelry?

Key features of Juliana jewelry include elaborate designs, use of rhinestones and other
embellishments, intricate settings, and often a layered appearance that adds depth to the pieces.

Where can I find the Juliana jewelry value guide?

The Juliana jewelry value guide can be found in books dedicated to vintage costume jewelry, online
databases, and collector forums, where enthusiasts share insights on current market values.

Are there specific resources for valuing Juliana jewelry?

Yes, several resources such as price guides, auction results, and jewelry appraisal services
specifically cater to Juliana jewelry, providing valuable context for determining a piece's worth.

What factors influence the value of Juliana jewelry?

Factors influencing the value of Juliana jewelry include rarity, condition, age, demand among
collectors, and the specific design of the piece.



How can I tell if my Juliana jewelry is authentic?

To determine authenticity, examine the piece for the correct trademarks, construction quality, and
style consistency with known Juliana pieces, as well as consulting reference guides and expert
appraisers.

Is there a market for Juliana jewelry collectors?

Yes, there is a robust market for Juliana jewelry collectors, with active buying and selling through
online platforms, auctions, and antique shows, along with dedicated collector groups.

What is the historical significance of Juliana jewelry?

Juliana jewelry, produced by the D&E Company in the 1950s and 1960s, is significant for its
innovative designs and contributions to the costume jewelry industry, often reflecting the fashion
trends of the time.

Can I sell my Juliana jewelry, and how should I price it?

Yes, you can sell your Juliana jewelry. To price it, research similar items in online marketplaces,
consult the value guide, and consider factors like condition and rarity to set a competitive price.
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