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Introduction to the Journal of the Royal
Asiatic Society

The Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society is a prestigious academic
publication that has played a significant role in the study of Asian
cultures, history, and societies. Established in 1834, this journal serves as
a platform for scholars to disseminate their research findings and contribute
to the broader understanding of Asia's rich and diverse heritage. Published
by the Royal Asiatic Society, based in London, the journal has evolved over
the years to reflect the changing landscape of Asian studies and the global
academic community.

Historical Background

The Royal Asiatic Society was founded in 1823, and its journal quickly became
an essential outlet for scholarly work on Asian topics. The first volume of
the journal was published in 1834, and it included articles on various
subjects such as:

1. History

2. Literature

3. Anthropology

4. Geography

5. Archaeology

Over the years, the journal has expanded its scope to cover a wide range of
disciplines, reflecting the multidisciplinary nature of Asian studies. The
journal has seen contributions from eminent scholars and researchers across
the globe, making it a vital resource for academics, students, and anyone
interested in the study of Asia.

Publication Details

The Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society is published quarterly and features



peer-reviewed articles. This rigorous review process ensures that only high-
quality research is presented to its readership. The journal welcomes
submissions from scholars working in various fields, including but not
limited to:

History

Religious studies

Political science

Literature and linguistics

Social sciences

Art and cultural studies

Each issue typically contains original research articles, book reviews, and
occasional special issues dedicated to specific themes or topics of interest.

Scope and Focus of the Journal

The Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society covers a broad spectrum of topics
related to Asia. Some of the key areas of focus include:

1. Historical Studies

The journal publishes articles that explore various historical periods and
events across Asia. These studies may delve into:

e Ancient civilizations

e Colonial history

e Modern political developments

e Economic transformations



2. Cultural and Literary Analysis

A significant portion of the journal's content is dedicated to the analysis
of Asian literature, art, and cultural practices. Scholars contribute
research on:

e Classical texts and their interpretations

e Contemporary literature and its societal impact

e Visual arts and performance traditions

e Folklore and oral traditions

3. Social Sciences and Anthropology

The journal also emphasizes the social sciences, providing insights into
various aspects of Asian societies, including:

Demographic studies

Religious practices and beliefs

Urbanization and migration trends

Gender studies and social movements

Impact and Significance

The Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society has a profound impact on the field
of Asian studies. Its contributions help in shaping academic discourse,
guiding research agendas, and fostering international collaboration among
scholars. Some reasons for its significance include:

1. Scholarly Contribution

As a peer-reviewed journal, it ensures that only rigorous and high-quality
research is published. This contributes to the advancement of knowledge in
the field and sets a standard for academic excellence.



2. Interdisciplinary Approach

The journal encourages interdisciplinary research, allowing scholars from
different fields to collaborate and share insights. This approach broadens
the scope of research and enhances the understanding of complex Asian issues.

3. Global Reach

With contributions from researchers worldwide, the journal has a global reach
that fosters cross-cultural understanding. It encourages the sharing of
diverse perspectives on Asian societies and cultures, promoting dialogue and
collaboration among scholars from different backgrounds.

4. Archival Resource

The journal serves as an essential archival resource for researchers. Its
extensive back issues provide a wealth of information on historical and
contemporary issues related to Asia, making it a valuable reference for
scholars and students.

Accessing the Journal

The Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society is accessible through various
platforms, including academic libraries, online databases, and the Royal
Asiatic Society's website. Many universities and institutions subscribe to
the journal, allowing their members to access its content. Researchers can
also purchase individual articles or issues if they do not have a
subscription.

Online Availability

In recent years, the journal has embraced digital technologies to enhance
accessibility. Many back issues are available online, and current issues can
often be accessed through academic databases such as JSTOR, Project MUSE, and
others. This digital presence ensures that the journal remains relevant in
the ever-evolving landscape of academic publishing.

Conclusion

The Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society stands as a cornerstone of



scholarship in Asian studies. With its rich history, broad scope, and
commitment to academic rigor, it continues to be an invaluable resource for
researchers, students, and anyone interested in understanding the
complexities of Asian societies and cultures. Its contributions to
historical, cultural, and social sciences have made it a beacon of knowledge,
fostering a greater appreciation of Asia's diverse heritage. As the journal
moves forward, it remains poised to adapt to the changing needs of the
academic community, ensuring its relevance in the years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society?

The Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society is a scholarly publication that
focuses on the study of Asia, covering a wide range of topics including
history, culture, languages, and social sciences.

How often is the Journal of the Royal Asiatic
Society published?

The Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society is published three times a year,
featuring articles, reviews, and research notes from various academic
disciplines related to Asian studies.

What types of articles can be found in the Journal
of the Royal Asiatic Society?

The journal includes original research articles, review essays, and critical
discussions on various aspects of Asian studies, including but not limited to
anthropology, history, literature, and religious studies.

Who can submit articles to the Journal of the Royal
Asiatic Society?

The journal welcomes submissions from scholars, researchers, and academics
worldwide, regardless of their affiliation, as long as the work pertains to
the study of Asia.

Is the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society peer-
reviewed?

Yes, all articles submitted to the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society
undergo a rigorous peer-review process to ensure academic quality and
relevance.



How can I access the Journal of the Royal Asiatic
Society?

The Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society can be accessed through academic
libraries, online databases, or directly from the Royal Asiatic Society's
website, where some content may be available for free or through
subscription.
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