
john rutter for the beauty of the
earth
For the Beauty of the Earth is a choral work by John Rutter that has captured
the hearts of audiences around the world. Known for his ability to blend
traditional choral music with contemporary harmonies and structures, Rutter's
compositions are celebrated for their melodic beauty and lyrical depth. This
piece, in particular, is a fine example of his approach to choral writing,
showcasing his skill in creating music that resonates with both singers and
listeners. In this article, we will explore the background of John Rutter,
the composition of For the Beauty of the Earth, its thematic elements,
performance practices, and its impact on choral music.

Background of John Rutter

John Rutter was born on September 24, 1945, in London, England. He displayed
musical talent from a young age and began studying at Clare College,
Cambridge, where he developed his skills in composition and choral
conducting. His early influences included the works of British composers such
as Benjamin Britten and Gustav Holst, as well as traditional church music.

Rutter’s career as a composer took off in the 1970s, and he is now regarded
as one of the leading figures in choral music. His works are often performed
by choirs around the globe, and he has a vast catalog that includes anthems,
motets, and larger-scale works. Rutter’s choral music often reflects a deep
respect for the choral tradition while also incorporating modern elements,
making it accessible to a wide range of singers and audiences.

Musical Style

Rutter’s musical style is characterized by several key features:

1. Melodic Inventiveness: Rutter has a gift for crafting beautiful melodies
that linger in the mind. His tunes are often singable and memorable.

2. Rich Harmonies: Rutter frequently employs lush harmonies that create a
warm and inviting sound, often using extended chords that enrich the texture
of the music.

3. Textual Sensitivity: His music is closely aligned with the text, enhancing
the emotional content of the lyrics through musical interpretation.

4. Accessible Structure: Rutter’s works are designed to be performed by
choirs of varying abilities, making them popular in both amateur and



professional settings.

Composition of For the Beauty of the Earth

For the Beauty of the Earth was composed in 1980 and is set to a text
originally written by Folliott S. Pierpoint in 1864. The text expresses
gratitude for the beauty of nature, the joys of human life, and the blessings
of love and friendship. Rutter’s setting of this text transforms it into a
musical celebration of these themes.

The piece is typically scored for a four-part choir (SATB) with organ or
piano accompaniment, though it can also be performed with a chamber
orchestra. This flexibility allows choirs of different sizes and capabilities
to perform the work.

Structure and Form

For the Beauty of the Earth is structured in several sections that correspond
to the verses of the text. The piece unfolds in a way that highlights the
natural progression of the themes presented in the lyrics.

1. Opening Theme: The piece begins with a gentle introduction that sets a
serene tone, reflecting the beauty of the earth.

2. Contrasting Sections: As the text moves to different themes, the music
shifts in character, alternating between joyful, lively passages and more
contemplative, lyrical moments.

3. Climactic Moments: Rutter builds to climactic points that emphasize the
most poignant phrases of the text, often using dynamic contrasts and rich
choral textures.

4. Conclusion: The work concludes on a note of tranquility, bringing the
listener back to the beauty and peace of the earth.

Thematic Elements

The themes presented in For the Beauty of the Earth resonate deeply with
audiences and performers alike. The text celebrates:

- Nature: The beauty of the natural world is a central theme, with references
to the earth’s splendor and the joys it brings.

- Human Experience: Rutter emphasizes the importance of human connections,
love, and friendship, highlighting the ways in which these experiences enrich



our lives.

- Gratitude: A sense of thankfulness pervades the work, inviting both
performers and listeners to reflect on the blessings they have received.

Musical Techniques

Rutter employs various musical techniques to enhance the emotional impact of
the piece:

- Call and Response: Throughout the work, there are moments where different
sections of the choir engage in a call-and-response format, creating a
dialogue that reflects the interconnectedness of the themes.

- Text Painting: Rutter is known for his use of text painting, where the
music reflects the meaning of the words. For example, rising melodies may
accompany words related to joy or elevation, while descending lines might
represent sadness or contemplation.

- Harmonic Richness: The use of extended harmonies and modulations adds depth
to the music, enhancing the emotional landscape that Rutter creates.

Performance Practices

Performing For the Beauty of the Earth presents both challenges and
opportunities for choirs. Here are some key considerations for effective
performance:

1. Blend and Balance: Achieving a cohesive sound among the choir is
essential. Singers should focus on blending their voices to create a unified
timbre, especially in the rich harmonic passages.

2. Dynamic Control: Rutter’s score includes varied dynamics that must be
respected. Performers should practice with attention to crescendos and
diminuendos to enhance the emotional impact of the music.

3. Expressive Interpretation: Given the lyrical and emotional nature of the
text, singers should invest in conveying the meaning behind the words. This
requires careful attention to phrasing and articulation.

4. Rehearsal Techniques: Effective rehearsals should incorporate warm-ups
that focus on blend and intonation, as well as sectional rehearsals to
address specific challenges within the music.



Impact on Choral Music

For the Beauty of the Earth has made a significant impact on the choral music
landscape since its debut. Its accessibility and beauty have led to
widespread performances in various settings, including:

- Concerts: Many choirs include this piece in their concert programs,
showcasing its appeal to audiences.

- Festivals: It is a popular choice for choral festivals, where multiple
choirs come together to celebrate choral music.

- Worship Services: The text’s theme of gratitude and beauty makes it
suitable for church services and religious gatherings.

Rutter’s work, particularly For the Beauty of the Earth, has also inspired a
new generation of composers and musicians, encouraging them to explore the
fusion of traditional and contemporary elements in choral music.

Conclusion

In conclusion, For the Beauty of the Earth by John Rutter stands as a
testament to the beauty of choral music. With its rich harmonies, memorable
melodies, and profound themes of nature, love, and gratitude, it continues to
resonate with audiences around the world. Rutter’s unique style and heartfelt
expression have made this work a cornerstone of choral repertoire, ensuring
its lasting legacy in the world of music. Whether performed by amateur choirs
or professional ensembles, the piece remains a celebration of the beauty that
surrounds us, inviting all to reflect on the blessings of life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of John Rutter's 'For the
Beauty of the Earth'?
The main theme of 'For the Beauty of the Earth' is a celebration of nature,
gratitude for the world around us, and a recognition of divine beauty in
creation.

When was 'For the Beauty of the Earth' composed by
John Rutter?
'For the Beauty of the Earth' was composed in 1980 and has since become one
of Rutter's most popular choral works.



What type of ensemble is 'For the Beauty of the
Earth' typically performed by?
'For the Beauty of the Earth' is typically performed by a mixed choir, often
accompanied by organ or chamber orchestra.

What literary sources inspired John Rutter in 'For
the Beauty of the Earth'?
John Rutter's 'For the Beauty of the Earth' is inspired by texts from
Folliott S. Pierpoint, which reflect on themes of nature and thanksgiving.

How does Rutter incorporate musical elements to
convey the beauty of nature in this piece?
Rutter incorporates lush harmonies, flowing melodies, and dynamic contrasts
to evoke the beauty of nature and create an uplifting listening experience.

Why has 'For the Beauty of the Earth' remained
popular among choirs?
'For the Beauty of the Earth' remains popular among choirs due to its
accessible vocal lines, rich harmonies, and the universal themes of gratitude
and appreciation for nature.
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